
ILLINOIS WELCOMES 
FRENCH FIRMS
I L L I N O I S  W H E R E  YO U R  B U S I N E S S

M E E T S  S U C C E S S  I N  N O R T H  A M E R I C A



V I B R A N T  F R E N C H  B U S I N E S S  C O M M U N I T Y

D I V E R S E  &  T H R I V I N G  I N D U S T R I E S

W O R L D - C L A S S  I N F R A S T R U C T U R E  N E T W O R K

C O M P E T I T I V E  E N E R G Y  C O S T S

S U P E R I O R  Q U A L I T Y  O F  L I F E



I L L I N O I S ’  G L O B A L  E C O N O M I C  P R O W E S S
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# 3  FA S T E S T  T E C H  J O B  G R O W T H  I N  T H E  U . S .
C B R E

# 1  M E T R O  F O R  N E W  A N D  E X PA N D I N G  C O M PA N I E S
S I T E  S E L E C T I O N  M A G A Z I N E

# 2  S TAT E  F O R  B U S I N E S S  C R E AT I O N
U . S .  B U R E A U  O F  L A B O R  S T A T I S T I C S

# 5  E X P O R T  L E A D E R
B U S I N E S S  F A C I L I T I E S

# 5  H I G H E S T  G D P  I N  T H E  N AT I O N
U . S .  C E N S U S  B U R E A U

# 1 9  L A R G E S T  E C O N O M Y  I N  T H E  W O R L D
B U R E A U  O F  E C O N O M I C  A N A L Y S I S &  D A T A  W O R L D  B A N K
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VIBRANT FRENCH 
BUSINESS COMMUNITY
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T H E  F R E N C H - I L L I N O I S  PA R T N E R S H I P

O V E R  $ 1 7 . 7 B
I N  A N N U A L

R E V E N U E

1 1 , 0 5 7  
I L L I N O I S A N S

E M P L O Y E D

8 6
C O M PA N I E S

2 8 %  O F  F R E N C H  
B U S I N E S S E S A R E  

W I T H I N  T H E  
P R O F E S S I O N A L ,  

S C I E N T I F I C ,  A N D  
T E C H N I C A L  

S E R V I C E S  S E C T O R

L O C A T I O N S  O F  A L L  
F R E N C H  C O M P A N I E S  
I N  I L L I N O I S



F R E N C H  C O M PA N I E S  I N  I L L I N O I S

12/9/2016   7



F R E N C H - A M E R I C A N  
1 1 1 C H A M B E R  O F  C O M M E R C E

205 N. Michigan Ave, Floor 37
Chicago, IL 60601
+1 (312) 578-0444

tradeservices@facc-chicago.com
https://www.facc-chicago.com/

C O N S U L A T E  G E N E R A L
O F  F R A N C E  C H I C A G O

205 N. Michigan Avenue, Ste. 3700
Chicago, IL 60601
+1 (312) 327-5200

contact@consulfrance.org
https://chicago.consulfrance.org/

B U S I N E S S  F R A N C E  C H I C A G O
205 N. Michigan Avenue, Ste. 3730

Chicago, IL 60601
+1 (312) 327-5250

https://chicago.consulfrance.org/Business-France-357

G R O U P E  P R O F E S S I O N N E L
F R A N C O P H O N E

111 N. State St.
Chicago, IL 60602

Info@gpfchicago.org
https://www.gpfchicago.org/

F R E N C H  B U S I N E S S  R E S O U R C E S
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mailto:tradeservices@facc-chicago.com
https://chicago.consulfrance.org/conschicago.esteri.it/consolato_chicago/it
https://chicago.consulfrance.org/Business-France-357
mailto:Info@gpfchicago.org
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G L O B A L  D E S T I N AT I O N  F O R  I N V E S T M E N T
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H O M E  TO  2 , 0 0 0 +  F O R E I G N -
BA S E D  C O M PA N I E S — $ 3 2 1  
B I L L I O N  I N  G LO BA L  S A L E S  O F  
F O R E I G N  OW N E D  C O M PA N I E S

 Robust international business resources 
including: 
 80+ Consulates/Consuls General C h i c a g o

 100+ international/ethnic Chambers 
of Commerce and international 
trade-based organizations 

 28 international sister cities

 Over 40 distinct ethnic communities 
with populations greater than 35,000

L O C A T I O N S  
O F  A L L  
F O R E I G N -
B A S E D  F I R M S  
I N  I L L I N O I S
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DIVERSE & 
THRIVING 
INDUSTRIES



I N D U S T R I E S  O F  E X C E L L E N C E
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F I N A N C I A L  S E R V I C E S
 Chicago Ranked #1 City For Corporate Investment
 Illinois Ranks Top 4 In Access To Capital

B I O P H A R M A
 Illinois Employs 2X More In The Biopharma Cluster

Than Massachusetts 
 450+ Biopharma Firms

F O O D  I N D U S T R Y
 Chicago Has The 2nd Largest Food Processing 

Cluster In The Nation
 Illinois Ranks Top In The U.S. With $100B 

In Food-related Global Sales

A D V A N C E D  M A N U FA C T U R I N G
 10% Of The State’s Workforce Is Employed In Manufacturing
 4th Largest Manufacturing State In The Nation

L O C A T I O N  O F  A L L  F I N A N C I A L  S E R V I C E S ,  B I O P H A R M A ,  F O O D ,  A N D  A D V A N C E D  M A N U F A C T U R I N G  F I R M S
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I N F L U E N T I A L  F I N A N C I A L  S E R V I C E S

L O C A T I O N S  O F  A L L  F I N A N C I A L  
S E R V I C E S  I N  I L L I N O I S

R A N K S  # 4  I N  A C C E S S  T O  C A P I T A L

# 1  C I T Y  F O R  C O P O R A T E  I N V E S T M E N T

C H I C A G O  M S A  R A N K S  A S  T H E  # 3  F I N T E C H  H U B  
I N  T H E  U . S .

$ 1 . 7 B  I N  V E N T U R E  C A P I T A L  F U N D I N G  F O R  W E B  A N D
M O B I L E  I N N O V A T I O N  W I T H  1 4 3  C O M P A N E S  F U N D E D
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V I B R A N T  B I O  P H A R M A  C L U S T E R

L O C A T I O N  O F  A L L  
B I O  P H A R M A  F I R M S

4 5 0 +  B I O P H A R M A  F I R M S

O V E R  2 0 , 0 0 0  E M P L O Y E D

T O P  1 0  I N  S C I E N C E  &  E N G I N E E R I N G  
R E S E A R C H  E X P E N D I T U R E S

I L L I N O I S  E M P L O Y S  2 X  M O R E  I N  T H E  
B I O P H A R M A  C L U S T E R  T H A N  M A S S A C H U S S E T T S



A G R I C U LT U R E  &  F O O D  P R O C E S S I N G  I N D U S T R Y

L O C A T I O N S  O F  A L L  
A G R I B U S I N E S S  F I R M S  
I N  I L L I N O I S

O V E R  8 4 K  E M P L O Y E D

2 . 6 K +  F O O D  M A N U F A C T U R I N G  C O M PA N I E S

I L L I N O I S  R A N K S  T O P  I N  T H E  U . S .  W I T H  
$ 1 0 0 B  I N  F O O D - R E L AT E D  G L O B A L  S A L E S

C H I C A G O  H A S  T H E  2 N D L A R G E S T  F O O D  
P R O C E S S I N G  C L U S T E R  I N  T H E  U . S .
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I N N O VAT I V E  A D VA N C E D  M A N U FA C T U R I N G

L O C A T I O N S  O F  
A L L  A D V A N C E D  
M A N U F A C T U R N G  
F I R M S  I N  I L L I N O I S

M A N U FA C T U R I N G  A C C O U N T S  
F O R  1 2 %  O F  I L L I N O I S ’  G D P

G D P  O F  M A N U FA C T U R I N G  
I N D U S T R Y  E X E E E D S  $ 9 9 8 B

4 T H L A R G E S T  M A N U FA C T U R I N G  
S TAT E  I N  T H E  N AT I O N

O V E R  5 8 5 K  E M P L O Y E D  



WORLD-CLASS 
INFRASTRUCTURE 
NETWORK
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D I S T R I B U T I O N  I N F R A S T R U C T U R E  |  R A I L
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T H E  O N LY  S TAT E  W I T H  A L L  S E V E N  C L A S S  1  F R E I G H T  R A I L R O A D S

F R E I G H T  A C C E S S  T O  O V E R  8 0 %  O F  T H E  C O N T I N E N T A L  U . S .  I N  7 2  H O U R S  O R  L E S S



D I S T R I B U T I O N  I N F R A S T R U C T U R E  |  G R O U N D  D E L I V E R Y
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O V E R  7 5 %  O F  U S  P O P U L AT I O N  W I T H I N  2 - D AY  G R O U N D  D E L I V E R Y  

O F  T H E  U N I T E D  S T A T E S ’
M O S T  P O P U L O U S  C I T I E S3
O F  T H E  C A N A D A ’ S  M O S T  
P O P U L O U S  C I T I E S3
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D I S T R I B U T I O N  I N F R A S T R U C T U R E  |  W A T E R W AY S  &  P O R T S

6/17/2019 21

I L L I N O I S  H A S  T W O  M A J O R  I N L A N D  P O R T S
&  1 4  W AT E R W AY  P O R T S

 84% of North America’s Fresh Water & 21% of the World’s 
Surface Fresh Water

 Access to the Gulf of Mexico & Atlantic Ocean

 Midwest Inland Port is a multi-modal hub that delivers 
domestic and international flexibility for companies

 CN, CSX & NS rail lines

 Connects Midwest to East, West, & Gulf Coasts 
of North America

 ADM-owned intermodal rail ramp processing 
international and domestic containers

 1K+ miles of navigable waterways

 Shipping via waterways result in an average savings of $14 
per ton, which results in a $9.2B savings in transportation costs

 T H E  I L L I N O I S  P O R T I O N  O F  T H E  O H I O  R I V E R  
S Y S T E M  S A V E S  S H I P P E R S  M O R E  T H A N  $ 2 B  
I N  T R A N S P O R T A T I O N  C O S T S  A N N U A L LY

 These savings result in more than $11B in additional output which 
provide an extra 100K jobs and $3B in realized income
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E A S Y  C O A S T  T O  C O A S T  A C C E S S
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AT  T H E  C R O S S R O A D S  O F  T H E  A M E R I C A N  E C O N O M Y
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 O ’ H A R E  H A S  T H E  M O S T  F L I G H T S  I N  T H E  U . S .

 W I T H I N  A  4 - H O U R  F L I G H T  O F  A L L  N O R T H  A M E R I C A N  D E S T I N A T I O N S

 M O S T  N O N S T O P  O V E R S E A S  F L I G H T S
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C O N N E C T I V I T Y  F R O M  C H I C A G O  T O  T H E  W O R L D

12/9/2016   25

L O N D O N

O R D D I R E C T ,  D A I L Y

M D W O N E  S T O P,  
D A I L Y

T R A V E L  
T I M E

7 . 4  H O U R S

PA R I S

O R D D I R E C T ,  D A I L Y

M D W O N E  S T O P,  
D A I L Y

T R A V E L  
T I M E

8 . 2  H O U R S

LY O N

O R D O N E  S T O P,
D A I L Y

M D W O N E  S T O P,
D A I L Y

T R A V E L  
T I M E

1 1 . 4  H O U R S

O ’ H A R E  H A S  T H E  M O S T  F L I G H T S  I N  T H E  U . S .

 Triple-Hub Airport System 

 Most Nonstop Overseas Flights

 65 International Destinations

 Most International Air Cargo Traffic in the US



COMPETITIVE 
ENERGY COSTS
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A V E R A G E  P R I C E  O F  E L E C T R I C I T Y  |  I N D U S T R I A L  S E C T O R

5.99

6.46

6.76

6.65

7.57

7.39

10.4

15.04

14.46

N E W  Y O R K

I L L I N O I S

O H I O

P E N N S Y L V A N I A

W I S C O N S I N

D E L A W A R E

N E W  J E R S E Y

C O N N E C T I C U T

M A S S A C H U S E T T S

S O U R C E :  U . S .  E N E R G Y  I N F O R M A T I O N  A D M I N I S T R A T I O N  – J U N E  2 0 1 8
6/17/2019 27



E N E R G Y  R E L I A B I L I T Y
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T O P  P E R F O R M I N G  E L E C T R I C  R E L I A B I L I T Y
 T O P  1 0 %  O F  T H E  U T I L I T Y  I N D U S T R Y , delivering “best in class” performance 

for fewest interruptions
 I L L I N O I S  E L E C T R I C A L  G R I D  R A N K E D  # 2  I N  U S , by GridWise Alliance for 

the fourth year in a row for performance, policy and customer engagement

C O M P E T I T I V E  E N E R G Y  M A R K E T
 Illinois had the S M A L L E S T  I N C R E A S E  I N  A V E R A G E  E L E C T R I C  P R I C E S

is the U.S. at 19% (1997-2016)

B U S I N E S S - F O C U S E D  E N E R G Y  E F F I C I E N C Y  P R O G R A M S
 $ 1 8 4  M I L L I O N  I N  I N C E N T I V E S
 Since the program’s 2008 inception O V E R  5 2 K  B U S I N E S S  C U S T O M E R S  

S A V E D  M O R E  T H A T  $ 1 . 2 B in electricity costs

E L E C T R I C  I N F R A S T R U C T U R E  F O R  T H E  2 1 S T C E N T U R Y  E C O N O M Y
 $ 2 . 6  B I L L I O N  I N F R A S T R U C T U R E  E N H A N C E M E N T  program to 

modernize northern Illinois’ electric grid

* *  A B O V E  I N F O R M A T I O N  S U P P L I E D  B Y  A N D  R E F E R S  T O  C O M E D
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SUPERIOR QUALITY 
OF LIFE
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Q U A L I T Y  O F  L I F E
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E N D L E S S  C H O I C E S  F O R  E N T E R T A I N M E N T

 10 Professional Sports Teams

 1K Outdoor Performances Per Week in the Summer; 
15 Citywide and 50 Neighborhood Music Festivals

A B U N D A N T  O U T D O O R  A M E N I T I E S

 26 Miles of Lakefront with an 18.5 Mile Lakefront Trail

 Over 225 Miles of Bike Lanes & 13K Bike Racks

W O R L D  C L A S S  D I N I N G  &  H O T E L S

 Over 100 Hotels with 37K Hotel Rooms

 Over 4.7K Restaurants; 35 Annual Food Festivals

M A G N I F I C E N T  A R T S  &  C U LT U R E

 Nearly 60 Museums & 90 Art Galleries

 200 Theater Companies & 220 Dance Companies



Q U A L I T Y  T E A C H I N G  F O R  FA M I L I E S

M O R E  T H A N  2 0 0  U N I V E R S I T Y  I N S T I T U T E  A L L  O V E R  T H E  S TAT E

 3 of the Top 30 Universities in the country 

 University of Chicago, Northwestern University, and University of Illinois 

 Number of graduates above the national average Illinois State Board of Education 2015

 86 National high schools U.S. Level News & World Report 2015

 71% of high school students attending Illinois State Board of Education 2013 university 
courses

 40 Elementary Schools S.T.E.A.M. Specialized Magnet World Business Chicago 2015

 41 of the best hospitals at national and regional level are located in the metropolital areas of 
Chicago-Naperville-Elgin 
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C O M P E T I T I V E  C O S T  O F  R E A L  E S TAT E

6/17/2019 33

95.8

99

96.6

100

111.4

116.7

119.5

135.1

137.7

141.6

222.6

D A L L A S

H O U S T O N

A T L A N T A

U . S .  A V E R A G E

M I A M I

C H I C A G O

P H I L A D E L P H I A

L O S  A N G E L E S

B O S T O N

W A S H I N G T O N

N E W  Y O R K  ( M A N H A T T A N )



L E A D E R  I N  H E A LT H C A R E  AT  N AT I O N A L  L E V E L

TA K I N G  C A R E  O F  F U T U R E  G E N E R AT I O N S  

 Chicago is the third metropolitan area at national level for GRP and employment in 
Industry (among the 366 American metropolitan area)

 5 of the Top 15 universities of the United States are in Chicago

 More than 20 Hospital Universities 

 6 Medical schools

 7,000 students of Biomedical Sciences and Engineering graduates every year

 Chicago is among the Top 25 cities for the following specialization

 Cardiology (2)

 Gastroenterology & 

Gastroenterology Surgery (2)

 Neurology & Neurosurgery (2)

 Orthopedics (2)

 Geriatrics (2)
 Diabetes & Endocrinology
 Ears, Nose & Throat
 Cancer
 Nephrology
 Pneumology

U . S .  W O R L D  N E W S  &  R E P O R T



S O C I O E C O N O M I C ,  C U L T U R A L ,

E C O N O M I C ,  H O U S E H O L D ,  R E L I G I O U S

13 C H I C AG O  M S A  
66 Minneapolis MSA 

116 Milwaukee, MSA 

193 Indianapolis MSA 

DIVERSITY INDEX RANKING

CULTURAL DIVERSITY RANKING

39 C H I C AG O  M S A  
111 Milwaukee MSA

125 Minneapolis MSA

195 Indianapolis MSA

S O U R C E :  W A L L E T  H U B ,  2 0 1 9  

D I V E R S I T Y



I N T E R S E C T  I L L I N O I S

Our mission is to bring new jobs, new investment and economic prosperity to the State 
of Illinois T H R O U G H  D Y N A M I C  PA R T N E R S H I P S  &  C O L L A B O R AT I O N S
with companies, universities, not-for-profit organizations and the government to 
deliver a unified approach to economic development. 

Generous support from 65+ private companies allows Intersect Illinois, 
A  1 0 0 %  P R I V AT E LY  F U N D E D  N O N - P R O F I T  C O M PA N Y , to 
offer the following S E R V I C E S , including but not limited to:

 Site selection assistance

 Coordination of site visits

 Project-specific data analyses

 Market and competitive analyses

 Workforce, labor, and wage analyses

 Manage distribution of state-wide or geography-specific RFP’s 

 Introductions to key government, community, education, and business leaders

 Liaison with Illinois Department of Commerce & Economic Opportunity (DCEO) 
regarding state incentive programs

 Connections to service providers legal, accounting & taxes, human 
resources,  global logistics, etc.  



THANK YOU.
P A U L I N  A  S A N  M I L L A N
D  I  R E  C T O  R  O F  R E  S E  A  R C H  &  B  U  S I  N  E  S S  D  E  V  E  L O P M E  N T
P A U  L  I N  A  .  S A N M I L  L  A N @ I N T  E  R S E  C T  I L  L I N O I S . O R G
3 1 2 .  6 6 7 .  6 0 4 8

mailto:BRENT.CASE@INTERSECTILLINOIS.ORG
mailto:PAULINA.SANMILLAN@INTERSECTILLINOIS.ORG
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